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themselves necessitated to remove into another
country, where they might enjoy liberty of
conscience. In their wanderings, one of th m
became acquainted with Count Zinzendorf,
who proffered them protection, upon his estate
in Saxony. This they accepted and removed.
thither. 3!

In the year 1722 they began to build Herm.
hut, and were joined by others. This gave
offence to the Imperial court, and complaint
was made to the king of Poland, elector of
Saxony, and Count Zinzendorf for these good
offices was exiled from Saxony. In his exile
he sought for other places where the Moravians.
might reside in safety. With so powerful, ac~
tive and zealous a benefactor at their head, and
with such opposition, thev were joined by other
Protestants and emigrated to America,

When Georgia was settled and made a sepas
rate  Government, a religious sect, called
Schwenkfelders were exiled from Silesia, and
found an asylum upon the estate of Count Zin.
zendorf,  Being directed not to harbor them,
he applied in their behalf to the trustees of
Georgia; but, they soon after removed to Penne
sylvania. ~ The land reserved for them was
given to the Count, and a colony of the United
Brethren removed to Georgia in 1735,

The trustees had promised them an exemp.
tion from bearing arms, or personal services in
war, according to a tenet in their religion, to
which they adhere; but in the Spanish war,
the populace would not permit them to enjoy
that privilege, and they removed to Bethlehem,

laying
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laying the foundation of the ﬁourishiiug towns
~and settlements of Bethlehem and Nazareth,
“and extending from thence into almost every
‘colony in North America within a short pe-
~ The astonishing assiduity and success which
has attended the efforts of the Brethren to ex-
tend their system in every quarter of the globe,
‘are not easily presented in a summary form.
he towns, villages and congregations they
have formed, are of varied dimensions and
‘mumbers,  Some have been settled upon tracts,
before uncultivated, and without inhabitants,
with a design to dwell together as members of
Unity, and under its economy only. Such
peculiar manner are designated as congre=
on places. e
Places of public worship and dwelling-houses
nging to the members of the socicty are
tin some places in the neighbourhood of
wns and villages inhabited by those, who do
ot belong to the United Brethren.  Some
e, street or other site is selected, as cir-
stances permit, for the use of the Brethren.
are congregational places in a more ex-
€ sense.
hey have other congregations, in places
iere the Brethren reside, in cititis, viilageg
ountry places, among the people at large,
! ﬁeﬁ' own placegs of public .warzjl;%;,
il as many of their own rules, as circum-
mces will permit.  Such may be termed city
~country congregations. These mai;y b:;
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Joseph the second, by the King of Prussia, and
several other persons of distinction, who ex-
pressed their satisfaction upon examining its
peculiar regulations. :

New Herrnhut, the first mission settlement
of the United Brethren in the island of St
Thomas in the West-Indies, under the Danish
government, was begun in the year 1739,

Missionaries have resided on this island, who
have sought to propagate christianity among
the negro slaves, ever since the year 1731.

‘The planters finding in process of time, that.

the christian. slaves were more tractable, moral
and industrious than the heathen, not only
countenanced, but encouraged their endeavours.
These were facilitated by the protection of the
King of Denmark.

The settlement consists of a spacious negro
church, a dwelling-house for the missionaries,
negro huts, out-houses and gardens. From
this place the islands of St. Croix and St. John
were first supplied with missionaries; and the
Brethren have now two settlements in” each.
The negro converts belonging to their church,
amount in those three isiands to near 8000
souls.

~New Herrnhut is also the name of the

oldest mission settlement of the United Breth-
ren in Greenland. It is situated on Ball’s
river a few miles from the sea, near Davis’s
straits, on the western coast of Greenland,
not far from the Danish colony of Godhaab.
The two first were sent from Herrnhut in the
year 1733, and their laudable intentions fa-
vored
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vored by the King of Denmark. In this un-
cultivated, frozen country they encountered
many hardships and found great difficulty in
acquiring the language of the inhabitants. About
1300 of the natives have been converted to
christianity.

Niesky, in Upper Lusatia, is a settlement
begun by the Brethren, who were exiles from
Bohemia in 1742. In it is the theological
seminary of the Unity, where students are
trained for future service among christians or
heathens.

Klein Welke, in Upper Lusatia, was also
founded by the Brethren, near the old village
of that name in the year 1756. Most of the
members of this congregation-place are of the
Vandal nation.

At Barby the Brethren have gathered a con-

gation since 1748. The government gave

¢ palace and bailiwick to Count Henry, the
28th Reuss and others on a lease, and granted
the chapel of the palace to the congregation of
the Brethren, for the celebration of divine
service.

Gnadau, on the clectoral domain of Dee-
ben, six miles from Barby, and eighteen from
Magdeburg, was begun in 1767. In the year
1765, the government gave the palace of Barby
with its appurtenances, and the domain De-
ben, to Count Henry the 28th Reuss, upon
a perpetual lease, with a view that a settlement
might be made here, after the manner of the
Brethren’s congregations.
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